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Notes From The DSO-AN
Welcome to the first ATON NEWSLETTER. Our ATON TEAM is up and running and doing everything possible to have a successful ATON season. We are looking forward to the support of all of our ATON Verifiers. 
This season will be the first year of a Bridge program in the 1St Southern and we are going to be having Discrepancy training for Verifiers and special training for those people that will be doing the yearly surveys of the Bridges. My thanks go out to Kevin Redden ADSO-AN Bridge and Jim Reznik ADSO-AN NY-S for their work in getting this much needed program up and running.

All verifiers must attend the yearly training workshops to maintain their currency, these workshops will be set up by the ADSO’s in their respective Sectors and the SO-AN’s will be instructed in how to present a training workshop and will be given the necessary Power Point presentations. The District wide training program should be up on this web page in the very near future.

One of our concerns this year is the  reporting to AUXDATA of our work. 7030 forms MUST be filled out by every Verifier to get the credit for his or her work. Remember that the 7030 (Unit/Individual) is filled out separate from the Patrol 7030 and should only show the Verifiers name. If there are more than one Verifier, each one should file a 7030 for the AID that was verified by him or her. 
As soon as the PID lists are received from the ANTeams they will be turned over to the SO-AN of each respective AOR for distribution to the FSO-AN’s and we will be on our way to a spectacular season.
                                                                                                                     Richard Mullare

                                                                                                                     DSO-AN, 1SR

Under the Privacy Act of 1974, all information in this newsletter may only be used for official purposes.  Any other use is a violation of law. This newsletter was prepared and published by the First Southern Aid to Navigation Team – DSO-AN 1SR  - Richard Mullare
Distribution of this Newsletter to other members of the Coast Guard and Auxiliary is encouraged. Please feel free to rename, update, and distribute it as your own ATON Newsletter, if so desired.  Please forward us copies of your newsletters and any ideas and suggestions for improving this communication device.


	


	D1SR Aids to Navigation Web Site
www.boatmoves.com/CGAux/aton.htm



After the hiatus of last year while the web site was revamped, the District ATON web site is back on the air, better than ever. It now lists the district Aids to Navigation staff, including the ADSO-ANs, showing the divisions that they serve, and for those who have supporting web pages for their sector of responsibility, a link to the sector ATON web page.

In addition, the district ATON web page contains the forms for the new district bridge program, the Bridge Discrepancy form and the Bridge Survey form, as well as instruction documents and training slides for the new bridge program.

Every new ATON Staff Officer is encouraged to familiarize themselves with the information available on this web site.  Use these tools for self-training on the various Aid to Navigation programs.
	The New 1SR Bridge program
www.boatmoves.com/CGAux/aton.htm




After a very successful introduction in the First Northern District, the Bridge Inspection program has been expanded to District 1SR. The Bridge Inspection program is composed of two sections:

1. Bridge Discrepancy Reports

· Problem reports for discrepancies found on bridges filed by any member

2. Bridge Surveys

· A comprehensive review and report of a bridge done by certified Aids Verifiers, comparing the a bridge against its Coast Guard bridge permit requirements, the special requirements listed in the Coast Pilot, and verifying the proper operation and condition of its lights, fenders, clearance gauges and regulatory signs.

Bridge Discrepancy Reports

The reporting of bridge discrepancies allows the Coast Guard bridge office to notify the bridge owner of problems reported, and order the owner to make timely repairs/corrections. These discrepancies were reported in the past on the ATON discrepancy forms, but will now be done in 1SR on the new Bridge Discrepancy report form. This new form can be downloaded from the District ATON web site at www.boatmoves.com/CGAux/aton.htm.

The new Bridge Discrepancy form is an Adobe Acrobat form that can be filled in on a PC, and then directly e-mailed to the ADSO-AN Bridge for processing and forwarding to the C.G. bridge office. As an alternative, the form can also be printed out and filled in by hand, and mailed back by postal mail (e-mail is the preferred method because of the speed involved). 

Coxswains are requested to keep a few of the new Bridge Discrepancy forms on their facilities so that are at hand in case a problem is observed on a bridge during a patrol. 

Since a picture speaks a thousand words, members are asked to also forward a digital photo of any bridge problems found, when possible.

Bridge Survey Reports

While the Bridge Discrepancy program is the modern version of what the Auxiliary has done for years in reporting problems observed on bridges, the new Bridge Survey program is a completely new program, involving a comprehensive review of a given bridge, checking it against the requirements for that bridge as listed on its C.G. bridge permit and in the Coast Pilot, as well as a review of the proper operation and condition of the bridges lights, fenders, clearance gauges and regulatory signs. Because of the detailed nature of a Bridge Survey, the surveys are only conducted by certified Aids Verifiers who have been trained in the new bridge program. This new bridge program training will be incorporated into selected new Aids Verifier training sessions. In addition, workshops will be run through 2006 to provide the new bridge program training for existing certified Aids Verifiers.

It is anticipated that after the program ramps up, bridge surveys will be done on bridges on an annual basis, as well as after discrepancies have been reported and repairs ordered by the Coast Guard. The Aids Verifiers who conduct the bridge surveys will be the C.G. bridge office team’s eyes in the field to verify that repairs ordered by the Coast Guard were actually completed by the bridge owner.

Bridge surveys are only done when specifically requested by the ADSO-AN Bridge, via the SO-ANs. Aids Verifiers who are tasked to do a bridge survey will be supplied with a form showing the federal regulations for the bridge assigned, and a list of prior discrepancies that need re-inspection. Only Aids Verifiers who are assigned to duty by their SO-AN in this manner may conduct a bridge survey. While the bridge survey program is constrained to the assignment to duty requirement specified above, any member who spots a discrepancy on a Class 1, 2 or 3 bridge at any time is encouraged to submit a Bridge Discrepancy form to report the problem.
A bridge survey requires at a minimum, two separate visits to a bridge. One must be during daylight hours near low tide when the clearance gauges and fender system can be seen, and one should be at night when the bridge lights can be checked.

The new bridge program is being managed in 1SR by ADSO-AN Bridge Kevin Redden, under the Aids to Navigation Department. SO-ANs who would like to have the bridge training workshop given in their area should contact either their sector ADSO-AN (see listing on Page 5, or ADSO-AN Bridge Kevin Redden.
	AUX-06 ‘C’ School-AUX ATON & Chart Updating – Private Aids Announcement

(USCG Auxiliary Aids to Navigation Staff Training)

______________________________________________________________________

About this course:

The ATON ‘C” School is designed to provide training in all five Auxiliary Aids to Navigation Programs:

· Federal Aids (ATONs)

· Private Aids (PATONs)

· Bridges

· the NOAA Adopt-A-Chart Program

· Small Craft Facility Updating.  
The 2006 ATON School program will place special emphasis on the New Web-based Private Aids to Navigation System that is currently being introduced throughout the First District, Northern Region.  Also, the First Northern Bridge Checking System and PowerPoint Training aids will be introduced.  First Southern and Fifth Northern are also implementing this bridge program.

Who May Attend:

Attendees must be recently assigned as an AN Staff Officer—FSOs, SOs, and DSOs.  This program is not refresher training.  Alternative training is available through District ATON program managers.  COMDT (G-OCX) must approve all waivers.  Only one class is scheduled for 2006.  Applicants MUST have an Internet e-mail account capable of receiving attachments in order to benefit from this AN training.  Therefore, your e-mail address must be included in block #22 of the Short-Term Resident Training Request prior to approval.  Civilian contractors are not authorized to attend this school.

Dates, Location, and Codes for Course:

· 2 June 2006 – Location – Coast Guard Training Center in Yorktown, Virginia.

· Course Code is 501065.

· Title is “C” School – AUX ATON & Chart Updating – Private Aids.

How to Apply for the ATON “C” School:
· Complete a “School Short Term Training Request Form CG-5223, which is available on the National Forms Web Site.

· Send the completed CG-5223 to the Yorktown Training Center through the chain of command—FC to DIRAUX to Yorktown Training Center.

· Send an E-mail to DVC-ON COMO George Pendergast at:

Comodone@charter.net to advise him when you have applied.  Other information about the school is available at: http://cschool.auxservices.org/
· Retain a copy of CG-5223.  Expect to receive information about orders and travel information.

Important:  Travel arrangements should be made through a government travel agency.  SATO is available at 800-753-7286.  You need a Travel Order Number (TONO) to book travel.



	YOUR FIRST SOUTHERN

AID TO NAVIGATION TEAM LEADERSHIP

DSO-AN  - Richard Mullare
powdercoat@juno.com
(516) 889-1646  (718) 497-7272
ADSO-AN SectorNY- North    
Michael Stephenson 
Divisions 5, 6, 10, 15, 20

ADSO-AN SectorNY-South 
James A. Reznik  
jareznik@aol.com
 (908) 874-8735
Divisions 2, 4, 11, 12, 14

ADSO-AN Sector-LIS
Melvin Levin 
Divisions 7, 22, 24, 25

ADSO-AN SFO-Moriches

Thomas Fisher  
tomjcathyo@juno.com
Divisions 1, 13, 18

ADSO-AN Bridge

Kevin Redden  
kredden@boatmoves.com
(908)  654-5431
	The weather is improving.  And there is much less ice this year.  It’s time to start your Bridge Checking Program.

Chart Updating is a very gratifying ATON program. Check your local chart and you will find many errors to the charted objects.  There is so much work to be done and most of it does not require the use of a boat.

We are ready to run (P)ATON/Bridge training programs in your AOR.  Contact your ADSO-AN for more info!


Thern
Please Pass this newsletter along to your membership!
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